
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Buisiness
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (98) NAYS (0) NOT VOTING (2)

Republican       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats

(55 or 100%)       (43 or 100%)       (0 or 0%) (0 or 0%) (0) (2)
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DEATH SENTENCE AND VETERANS BENEFITS/Final Passage

SUBJECT: A bill to deny veterans benefits to persons convicted of Federal capital offenses . . . S. 923. Final passage,
as amended.

ACTION: BILL PASSED, 98-0

SYNOPSIS: As amended and passed, S. 923 will enact the following provision: "Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
a person who is convicted of a Federal capital offense is ineligible for benefits provided to veterans of the Armed

Forces of the United States pursuant to title 38, United States Code." 
 

Those favoring final passage contended: 
 

Current Federal law denies veterans benefits to veterans who are convicted of certain Federal crimes, including sabotage, treason,
and sedition, but not including murder. This gap in the current law allows Timothy McVeigh, who was just convicted of murder in
the Oklahoma City bombing (168 people died in that bombing, including 19 children, and hundreds more were injured), to remain
eligible for veterans benefits, including burial benefits. It would be a slap in the face to all veterans who have served honorably to
allow the perpetrator of the largest, most heinous terrorist attack in United States history to be buried in a military cemetary, at
taxpayer expense, alongside people  who gave their lives defending America. This bill will close the loophole by denying all veterans
benefits to people who are convicted of Federal capital offenses. This bill should pass unanimously. 
 

No arguments were expressed in opposition to final passage.


